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in the evening. Listened attentively- hates Porter, but is
afraid to say so. I was amused at his timidity, and also
disgusted with it.

Grant sends in no nominations; holds up to compel the
Senators to surrender their usurped power. Tells appli-
cants that he wishes the law repealed and holds himself
under no obligation to remove incumbents whilst it re-
mains. He does not send in a message to Congress, boldly
and explicitly stating these things, but does it, as he aided
in the passage of the law, in whispers and behind-the-door
conversations.

March 22, Monday. The city is filled with a hungry
crowd, wanting offices which they can't get. Grant uses
them to compel the Senate to repeal the Tenure-of-Omce
Bill. But the Senators are reluctant to give up power; dis-
like to back down; are also mad. While Grant has now
the right of this question, it is to his discredit that he was
guilty of exerting himself to impose and continue that
villainy as an embarrassment to the Administration of
President Johnson. The Radical Senators are getting
much divided among themselves; have never had much
confidence in each other, but still adhere together for power
and plunder.

March 23, Tuesday. There is some satisfaction in look-
ing on the movements, and feeling that one has no respons-
ibility for what is done or omitted. The strife here is great
and the disappointments will be many. Some remedy
should be devised for the great evil of office-seeking and the
greater evil of Congressional intermeddling with appoint-
ments. The best men in the community for places of trust
and responsibility are not those who rush here to get
them. But where is the remedy? Congress itself is made
up of vagabond adventurers to a great extent, fellows who
sell their votes for money, and who intrigue for the worth-
less on receiving a consideration. There is but little moral